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Lind brings plants/people together

comes a little more leisurely agaim.”

R Worjser ' ville Greenhous_cs_ Inc. in 1972,
"Busy"' is a word with real taking over an existng greenhouse,

meaning at Centerville Greenhouses which was pmth(;ft the i ?ﬁ;é?; WE:;
Inc. this time of year: and if youre [aI€. Lind says thal greeb : *
going to try to catch Robert Lind, g}ﬁf«d after spring business
man family-owned cor- o o ’
poraatig:; Oiihepmpagf V:E move For it's first two years, Ceater-
qu1Ckly !;;:]_round the seven fresh- ville Greenhouses Inc. was a
smelling greenhouses of his busi-
ness.

"It's been a hectic time,” Lind Best part of the

says, as he takes a break in his task

of picking geraniums for an order to business IS when
g0 out the next day. Lind and his you can raise a

co-workers spend many evenings

loading orders onto the green- gOOd Crop, sell it
house's four trucks, so the trucks a" and have

can leave for deliveries early the

next day. people be happy |
Centerville Greenhouses serves W|th |t, Llnd Says

an area within a 150-mile radius of
Centerville. -

'Retail 1s good and the weather's _ e 3
been right for people to buy," Lind }rholesale_retall greenhouse. Tbm
says, wiping the sweat from his 1n 1974, Lind says the P’?PUimf!'Bf
brow. "Usually Mother's Day is the 1ndoor foliage caused him o fogus
worst, but lately it's been pretty -his business entirely on that anea
hairv around here. until the mid-80s. & |

"It's like farming.” Lind says in "In the mid-80s the demand an

‘describi = Spri - S0 O “Was wanmmng, so

~you gotta make hay when the sun  decided to get into bedding pl
shines, because in the other months and flowering plants,"” Lind s
of the year there's nothing going "Then two years ago we went in
on." full-scale nursery operation.”
* Lind and his co-workers have means that the business now
been putting in 13-14 hour days those things that are te L :
Saufyntggt?;{iﬂ?kifg'bu?ifgjﬁf olf??iﬁn;é:lr." existing at all seascq'{ Robert Lind, manager of Centerville Greenhouses Inc., finds that
ventory and it ali culminates during How the Lind family got into & watering plants Is a major daily chore in the dry days of this spring.

a six-week period of time from the greenhousing business has to do
middle of April to the beginning of with Lind's great uncle. "Dad's un-

house 1n Minnesota and Dad had "A lot has been done in hybridiz-

-, " | worked there part-time during his ing and doing certain things to make
June,” he says. "Then the pace be- cle had a truck garden and BYeER=  younger years,” he explained. "I plants grow better in the last 20

—— o --ﬁ guess .he just kind of got it in his years and there's been a lot of au-
e’ - # d! - » ‘

blood and he stuck with it. tomation in the last 20 years, too.
‘I guess 1t's that way for me, But there's also still a great need for
too,” Lind said, using another hands-on and human involvement."

farming comparison. "It's kind of he said, watching one of his work-
like farming. A lot of the family can ers rush by with a box of small

get involved with it. Even an eight plants for an order.

or 10-year old boy or girl can do  Throughout the greenhouses,
something productive in a green- which are divided into separate

house." d _ confinements for plants with dif-
Lind's own children - Elizabeth, fering needs for light, air and tem-

10; Peter, 8; Andrew, 6; and Alex, perature, the use of lighting and
4 - spend some time with their fa- plack coverings is important. :

ther at his business. "But repetition, "Lights and black covers are used
which it‘f what a lot of this work is, throughout the greenhouses to ‘?:re[
gets bor;ng," he laughs. "After five plants to react in the way that is ge—
or 10 minutes, they've usually had sired,” Lind points out, usipe
enough of it. nearby mums as an example. "WE

Bccause his knowledge O_f man-  yge lights to make them think the
aging a greenhouse comes primarily days are longer and it's summer -
from the experience of beu_lg around  he growing season; or black covers
his father's business, Lind, who (5 make them think the days are
took basic science courses in col- e

shorter and it's fall or winter whic}
: - _ .. 1
lege, says most of his training has jpduces them to flower in the

A wide selecticn of potted plants and plants in varioy

S t : ,
hanging baskets can be found in the southwest greenhousyg E:regf been earned through simply work-  reproductive stage. Some plants

which Is an extremely bright area for sun-loving plants. ing in what he feels is 2 "people  aren't responsive either way."

business." With the weather that has been



experienced lately, Lind says wa-
tering has been one of the biggest
daily chores. "With the heat we've
had in the past week, I've had the
Water running 6-8 hours a day," he
said. "If it's at least cloudy that
belps keep things from drying out
that much more."
- Clouds also might mean rain
. Which, just as for farmers, 1s im-
portant to Lind's business too.
Last year the drought stopped a lot
of summer planting from July 1st to
about mid-September,” he remem-
bers. "There were also some things
we didn't have buyers for because
of the drought.
~ "This year all we could do is g0
into a full-scale production and
ho_pe that the rains will come."” he
said. "And I do believe there is time
for that." -

With drought conditions, Lind
points out that there are still a lot of
drought resistant plants, shrubs and
trees that with minimum care will
survive another drought, and when
the rains do come, will be ahead of
the pack. "These plants, if planted
now would be well on their way for
the rain and weather that is usual in
this area," he said.

- Lind's greenhouse and nursery
stock come from a wide variety of
sources. "Some is seed, some is

= b ES L I‘T. I-J..T iy

the Carribean, Central

Florida and every so often we get a
shipment from Europe,” he said,
mentioning that in Europe and on
the east and west coasts of the

Mrs. Doyle Lake, a customer, looks over a variety
that are for sale, reading the labels’ carefully for information.

ive them more for s.
their df}nﬂr._,Ihe bicgest Cha‘!lﬂﬂ Ba, =
“of'this busines is just E €ping up ‘}.

g - Page /
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United States, the money spent on g%
flowers and plants per capita is §
larger than in the midwest. |

But even here, Lind feels that S
people are looking for ways to im-
prove their yards and homes, and
they're looking for someone to help
them with that. "This is one of the
reasons we got into the nursery
business,"” he said.

The best part of the greenhouse
and nursery business, Lind feels, is |
when you can raise a good Crop, |5 s
sell 1t all and have people be happy gt S%ss
with it. | .j:.*. :

"We try to sell a product that is S
affordable in one size or another R&ss
and to give everyone value for their Shas
dollar,” he said. "We want cus- Sl
tomers to be satisfied that the &
money they've spent, for a certain 8
plant is worth the enjoyment they'll ;
receive from it.

‘It's just like a food item -
whether you're buying a ribeye S
steak or a hamburger, you'll get the «
same nourishment, but you have to
determine how much enjoyment
you want and can afford.”

It used to be more of a throw
away society in the 70s, Lind says. ..
"Nowadays people want value and
are looking for something to last a .
bit longer and gi

-y
S F

with marketing concepts and the = #
demands of the consumer,” he e :
says, ready to rush off for another Plants are the product that makes a greenhouse ﬂﬁll;’l_Sh a?d\;'nat
chore. Indeed it is difficult to "keep Centerville Greenhouses Inc., these various kinds of sun-loving
up"” with Lind. plants are being displayed In an outdoor area.
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Seeding herbs is the job that Is being undertaken
Centerville Greenhouses Inc. emplioyee Pat Houser.

of potted plants nere py
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