4.0 years with one family, a century with Centerville

GREENHOUSES

Submitted photo

An aerial view of the Genterville Greenhouses property from the early days of the Linds® ownership.

Three generations of famlly working at the faclhty

By Krystal Fowler
Lifestyle Editor

or more than 40 years, the
FLi‘nd Family has owned

and operated Centerville
Greenhouses, with three
generations of the family working
at the facility over the years.

But the history of the greenhouse
itself goes back even further, more
than a century.

Mr. S.A. Lowe opened a florist
facility around 1904 at the corner
of Fifth and West Van Buren streets
in Centerville. After he passed
away the property was bought by
Kemble Floral Co. in 1912,

Kemble Floral Co. had started in
Oklahoma about 50 years previous-
Iy and was one of the best-known
florists in the midwest and had an
extensive network of customers.
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Pete and Rob Lind at Genterville Greenhouses.

property, the business continued to
grow and in 1916, they enlarged at
the same location, taking over 400-
418 West Van Buren Street.
Eventually the business was sold
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to Vic Stagner in the mid-1950s and
was renamed Stagner Florist. The
company remained with Stagner
until his death in 1971. His heirs
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put the property up for

sale and it was bought in
1972 by Robert “Bob” Lind,
who arrived with his wife,
Clare, and their children
from North Dakota. The
Linds renamed the business
Centerville Greenhouses,
and it has remained with
their family for the past 42
years.

Bob was born in Min-
nesota and grew up there.
After serving in World War
II, he and Clare married in
1950 before he was called
back to service during the
Korean Conflict.

Bob worked in several
greenhouses before coming
to Centerville, including in
Detroit Lakes, Minnesota,
Boulder, Colorado and
Fargo, North Dakota. Bob
passed away in December
of 2014 after retiring from
the business in the mid-

1990s when his son, Rob,
and his family took it over.

Today it is still owned
by Bob and Clare’s son,
Rob. Rob’s sons, Pete and
Al Lind also work there. It
continues the tradition of
the family working together
at the business that Bob
and Clare enjoyed when
their children were grow-
ing up.

Centerville Greenhouses
currently have eight indi-
vidual greenhouses growing
plants year-round on their
property. Most of the plants
they grow and sell are sold
in bulk for wholesale.

For the first 10 to 15
years the Linds owned the
business, they only sold
plants wholesale and did
not sell any retail to the
public. That eventually
changed, although even
today, the majority of their
business is wholesale, Ac-
cording to Pete Lind about

80 percent of their stock is
sold wholesale, with only
about 20 percent being sold
retail.

They offer many plants,
including shrubs and trees,
vegetables and herbs, as
well as spring bedding,
seasonal selections and
tropical foliage,

They also offer landscape
and hardscape services in
southern Iowa and north-
ern Missouri. Hardscaping
includes things like outdoor
kitchens, fireplaces, fire
pits, retaining walls, walks
and patios among other
items.

Beyond those offerings
they also stock seeds, gar-
den supplies, garden decor,
water features, pottery,
wicker and wire baskets,
potting soil, mulch, hanging
baskets and much more. In
addition to Rob, Pete and
Al, the greenhouse employs
about seven part-time and
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one full-time worker.

Over the years they have
expanded and remodeled
many of the buildings on
the property. The retail
area was redone in late
2008. According to Rob,
the greenhouse set up isn’t
the easiest to work with,
but it is what they have had
to work with for the past 42
years,

One modernization the
greenhouse has embraced
is the Internet. They have
an extensive website that
contains many photos from
the family working at the
greenhouses over the years
as well as many photos of
work they have completed
in both landscaping and
hardscaping for customers.
There are also extensive
lists of plants and other
items available to custom-
ers. To see it, go to at www.
centervillegreenhouses. .
com.
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